Dear Parents/Carers,
This half term really is flying by. We have been really proud of the way students have settled in
to our new lesson structures. We are still having an issue with punctuality to school. As a result,
the negative tariff for lateness will increase to -30 on Kickboard.
After October half term we will refer to homework as Independent Study. All teaching staff will
set Independent Study Tasks to ensure that every student makes the necessary progress to
achieve their potential. Independent Study Tasks will embed learning that has already taken
place in lessons. Departments will publish independent study topic planners for the term ahead
so that you can help support your son or daughter in advance with their work. Furthermore,
with each topic planner there will also be a knowledge organiser to further support in the
completion of any tasks set. This will be a document with information and images to support
the original tasks set. After half term all topic planners and knowledge organisers will be
accessible on our school website under the parent and student portal.
Key stage 3 (Years 7&8)
Key stage 3 students will have a set timetable for English, Maths and Science only. Other
subjects will be set at the teacher’s discretion, but all Independent Study tasks should take no
longer than 30 minutes. A new initiative will also start after October half term regarding the
collection of Independent Study tasks. It will be collected first thing in the morning as students
enter the building for English, Maths and Science. Other subjects will collect their work during
lessons. Please encourage your child to complete these tasks on time and to use their planner
to reflect on any work studied throughout the week. Students who complete their work on time
will be rewarded for their efforts and will receive positive Kickboard points. Likewise, students
who fail this expectation with receive negative points and be issued with a detention on the
day of the hand in date in which to complete their work after school. The timetable for
collection will be as follows:
Monday morning- English
Tuesday morning- Maths
Wednesday morning- Science
Key Stage 4 (Years 9,10 & 11)
Independent Study for KS4 will be similar to KS3. The only difference is that their tasks may take
longer than 30 minutes to ensure students are stretched and challenged. Students will also
receive a topic planner and knowledge organiser to support with any work set. All students will
have a week to complete their work which will be set and collected in lessons. Additionally,
students will also use their student planners to reflect on the tasks set and their learning. Please
ensure to spend time to go through your child’s planner and sign off each week. Students will
be rewarded on Kickboard for work completed but also issued with negative points on
Kickboard for not meeting any expectations in regard to quality or completion.

Thank you for supporting us in this matter, your feedback is extremely important to us. If you
have any further questions in response to this letter please do not hesitate to call the school
and leave a message with your child’s head of year. All students will receive an assembly in
the near future to inform them about the changes moving forwards. Attached with this letter
is an example of a typical Topic Planner and Knowledge Organiser for KS3 Design and
Technology.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Yours sincerely,

Emma Howard
Head of School
Independent learning topic planner

Knowledge organiser example:

